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• Call to Order (6:34 p.m. by Brittney) 
• Secretary’s Report & Treasurer’s Report 

o Secretary’s Report (Ali) 
§ The minutes are available online, on our website 
§ Looking into an email service to send out the emails all at once 

• With having an online membership form this year, and having nearly 
200 email addresses, If I BCC all the addresses in one email, it gets 
bumped to spam. However, it has been too tedious and time-
consuming to keep breaking one single message into separate emails 
(with less recipients each, to avoid the spam folder) 

o Treasurer (Trisha) 
§ Holiday shop brought in $1,763 (a lot more than last year, which was less than 

$1,000) 
§ Besides that, it was a slow month 
§ This month’s teacher appreciation costs came out 
§ Unclassified clerical included SOS fees 
§ WIX also came out (that is what we pay for our website)  

• Approval of Reports  
o Carey motions; seconded by Valerie Staats; reports approved 

• Allowances/Mini Grants 
o Classroom Allowances: Jill White ($50) 

§ Brittney didn’t check the mailbox last week because she was on vacation 
o Mini Grants:  

§ Mrs. Erb, the nurse, submitted one for a stethoscope ($108.16) VOTE 2 (14 
YES; 0 NO): If you approve the stethoscope purchase, Vote YES. If not, Vote 
NO. 

• Teacher Representative (Mrs. Serafin) 
o Thanks for the hand sanitizer in the January Teacher Appreciation set up. Extra 

thanks, because Mrs. Serafin is the one who won the gift card J 
• Old Business  

o Winter Parties 
§ Thank you to all who volunteered for the parties and to Kellee Younker for 

organizing all the homeroom parents 
o Holiday Shop 

§ Huge thank you to Renee Zohner and Mackenzie Becker for running the holiday 
shop. 

§ Also, thank you to all the parents who volunteered and to PYEA for student 
volunteers.  

§ We had a lot of students who shopped, giving us a profit of $1,763.13. 
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§ We profit 10 percent of all sales. Last year we profited $990, so it went up a 
significant amount this year. 

§ Overall, if ran very smoothly. If you were at last month’s meeting, you’ll 
remember us discussing an empty box that was accidentally bought, wrapped, 
and went home with the student without the product inside. There has been no 
news on that empty box (we haven’t heard from a parent saying they received 
an empty box) 

§ Comment from PTO member: she thinks there was more variety this year so 
that may have helped increase sales 

• New Business 
o Someone Special Dances 

§ Scheduled for February 1 in the elementary school’s cafeteria and gym, doors 
open at 6 p.m.  

§ On Facebook, there is a sign-up link for volunteers and a link to purchase 
tickets 

§ A flyer will be sent home later this week after we fix a few flyer errors.  
§ Cost will be $20 per couple, and $5 per additional elementary student. A 

family ticket is $30 which includes two adults and two students in the same 
family.  

§ Sale will be online only from now until January 27  
§ Went on sale Monday (19 tickets sold so far) and about four to five volunteers 

have signed up. If you are interested in volunteering, please do so 
§ The information was also posted on Dr. O’Donnell’s Monday Morning Message 

and our website 
o Hershey Park Ticket Sale (Steph) 

§ Everything is getting set up and ready to go. Hershey Park has not created their 
graphics yet to create the flyer 

§ The new chair (Julie Riker) can decide if we give out paper tickets versus email 
tickets 

§ The cost will be around $45 per ticket 
§ We will not offer the meal or parking voucher 

o Valentine Parties 
§ Because of the snow make-up day, they are now scheduled for February 14 at 

2:00 p.m.  
§ Only kindergarteners will have parent volunteers. Please have your volunteer 

list to Kellee Younker by February 8 
o Parent’s Night Out 

§ This is now scheduled for February 21 with a snow date of February 28 
§ It’ll be held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
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§ We are working on getting the flyer done. The form is created on PT Board, just 
not active yet until the flyer is up and running. 

§ For the children at the event, plans include a cornhole tournament, a giant 
Connect 4 tournament, crafts every half hour, and a movie playing 

§ The food includes: pizza, chips, juice boxes, water, and a create your own 
cupcake for dessert 

§ It’ll be around $18 a child (trying to keep it less than $20) 
o VOTE 1 (16 Yes, 0 NO): to approve the proposed budget 

§ The budget as printed is what is to be voted on. Please note the * next to the 
Scholarship line item which has a $0 amount. From prior meetings, we voted 
to keep the funds in the elementary school, but at this time, we have not 
figured out a use for those funds. Therefore, we are proposing to approve the 
remainder of the budget and vote the scholarship line item in later.  

§ If you approve the proposed budget, vote YES for number one, or vote NO on 
line item #1 if you do not approve 

§ A question on the status of voting to replenish the mini grant fund. Answer: At 
the November meeting we tabled the vote, then at the December meeting we 
voted to replenish it every three months if it is depleted and if funds are 
available. So, ideally we would vote in September, December, and March  

§ Question about how much is in our bank account 
• Our year starts on August 1 and in our account at that time there should 

be $25,000 in it (that is the amount we always have in the bank 
account) 

• On August 1, 2024 it was more than $25,000 from things carrying over 
from the May wish list (not everything was bought because some things 
were sold out, no longer available, etc.). As a reminder, our excess 
funds from last year were voted on at a special meeting and the money 
was spent on the panther paw cart supplies and teacher wish lists. 

• Our current balance is around $69,300.  
o A statement from a member: That seems like a lot. Response: It 

does, but that includes the base of $25,000 that is always in 
there, plus we had all the income from Panther Prowl and our 
other fundraisers, but haven’t yet spent money for field trips, T-
shirts, etc. 

• Open Committees/Programs (1) 
o Back to School Bash 

§ If interested in this committee, please reach out to a board member for more 
information. The back-to-school bash is at the start of the year (the meet the 
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teacher night). Our involvement for PTO is to secure the donations for some 
prizes and food. 

§ If someone is interested, they can shadow Steph 
• Next meeting: February 11, 2025 @ 6:30 p.m. 
• Questions/Concerns? 

o Dr. O’Donnell: working with the superintendent on an initiative for classroom cruisers 
(child-size stationary bike). They would like 24 that initially would go in the upstairs 
commons so classes can schedule different times to go there. There will be twelve K-
2 size and twelve sized for kids in grades 3-6. They will go to the library eventually 
(after the new thrill is over). Teachers can sign out a few for their classrooms 
eventually, too. 

§ Dr. O’Donnell says they will be about $700 to $900 each (need to figure that 
out still). They are looking into grants, but would also like the PTO to potentially 
pay for some of them  

§ Can’t add it to the budget that we are voting on tonight, because it is a one-
time thing and doesn’t need to be a line item every year 

§ Dr. O’Donnell will get us more information and we can vote on it at a later 
meeting 

• Motion to Adjourn: Dr. O’Donnell and Valerie Staats 
• Adjourn Time: 7:12 p.m. 

 

 

 

mailto:SVPTOinfo@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/SchuylkillValleyPTO


 2024 - 2025 SVE PTO Budget        
Income
Event Projected Income Expenses Actual Profit
Cataglog Sale 6,000.00$                7,155.24$          710.60$             6,444.64$             
Dances 2,250.00$                -$                    -$                    -$                      
Egg My Yard 1,000.00$                -$                    -$                    -$                      
Hershey Tickets 1,000.00$                -$                    -$                    -$                      
Holiday Shop 1,000.00$                12,566.25$        10,803.12$        1,763.13$             1,763.13$ 
Panther Prowl 20,000.00$             36,913.98$        1,298.80$          35,615.18$           
Parents Night Out 1,000.00$                -$                    -$                    -$                      
Shopping Programs 2,500.00$                1,461.42$          -$                    1,461.42$             
Spiritwear 1,500.00$                2,686.52$          -$                    2,686.52$             

Total 36,250.00$            $        60,783.41  $        12,812.52  $          47,970.89 

Expenses
Program/Activity Allowance Expense Remaining
Assembly 2,000.00$                2,000.00$          -$                    
Back to School Bash 1,000.00$                489.30$             510.70$             
Bank Fees 50.00$                     -$                    50.00$                
Book Fair 100.00$                   69.40$                30.60$                
Classroom Allowances 1,750.00$                200.00$             1,550.00$          
Cookies with Santa 250.00$                   93.64$                156.36$             
Fall Festival 700.00$                   744.60$             (44.60)$              
Field Day 200.00$                   -$                    200.00$             
Field Trip Admission 4,000.00$                -$                    4,000.00$          
Field Trip Transportation 1,500.00$                -$                    1,500.00$          
Grandparent's Day 1,000.00$                -$                    1,000.00$          
Insurance 250.00$                   -$                    250.00$             
Mini Grants 2,500.00$                1,099.83$          1,400.17$          
Panther Paw Cart (replenish EOY) 6,000.00$                -$                    6,000.00$          
Panther Pride Prizes 2,000.00$                -$                    2,000.00$          
Party Expenses 300.00$                   85.90$                214.10$             
PO Box 250.00$                   216.00$             34.00$                
Scholarships 1,450.00$                -$                    1,450.00$          
School Shirts 6,500.00$                -$                    6,500.00$          
Smencils 200.00$                   86.96$                113.04$             
Special track and field invitatioal 250.00$                   -$                    250.00$             
Teacher Appreciation 3,000.00$                822.21$             2,177.79$          131.54$                
Unclassified Clerical 1,000.00$                467.83$             532.17$             $101.76 WIX $4.00 SOS

Total Expenses 36,250.00$           6,375.67$          29,874.33$        


